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From Your Editor, Amanda Wilson 

Hello, GCB family.  We thank each one who has submitted articles in this issue of our magazine.  If you have any change of address, telephone number, email address, or desired change of format, please inform our GCB treasurer, Jerrie Toney, at jmt2@bellsouth.net or via telephone at 706-549-2010.  

This issue of The GCB Digest will be my first one as your new editor.  I particularly thank Suzanne Jackson, my assistant editor, for the many hours she has worked on the magazine, for her editing skills and for the excellent reading of the cassette tapes.  I thank our president, Alice Ritchhart, for always sending in her timely president’s messages on informative and important events, legislation and projects.  I appreciate the contributions from each member who has sent articles, who has given suggestions to make the magazine better and who has supported me in so many ways.  I want  to thank Ann Sims and Jerrie Ricks who  have  done such  a great  job  editing  and producing  this  magazine  for us  for the past ten years.

Remember, dues will be due no later than October, and those dues from the chapter members to be sent in by each chapter treasurer by November 15, to the GCB treasurer.  Members at large are to send their dues directly to the GCB treasurer.  This change is helping the GCB treasurer to get the information to the national office in time.  If you have not sent in your dues, please do so promptly, as Jerrie Toney is working on the new, updated 2010 GCB roster.  The state and national dues are $12.00 per person.  Chapters have different amounts for local dues which are retained in their affiliates. These dues cover membership from January through December of 2011.  Please make your check payable to GCB and mail to Treasurer Jerrie Toney, 850 Gaines School Road, Athens, GA  30605.

****************************
President’s Message by Alice Ritchhart 

Memories and Good-Bye

I want to start this message by saying thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as your President for the past four years. It has been an honor and a privilege. Just before our state convention, Judy asked me to 
send her some of my accomplishments to share with the Mayor of Helen, and at first I told Judy I felt like I had not really done a lot to further the GCB mission. In the beginning of my term I had other officers who for their own reasons felt like they could not serve, and so I found myself trying to find replacements for them. I must say I picked strong good leaders to step up to the plate, and so I can say that was an accomplishment, and in fact I am glad to say that one of those people I asked to serve is now taking over in January as our President, and I know Bill will do a great job. 
Next came the issues of our budget and finances.  Again it seemed like we were in turmoil, and that GCB was heading for a big rift. Now I look back on this time, and say it was a growing and learning period. Once again I can say I helped GCB to grow by working with the board to help develop policies and procedures which have insured the integrity and accountability of our financial practices.  Also I, along with the board, and with the generous donation from one of our former chapters, developed the idea to use the interest from our mutual funds to secure long term funds for our scholarship program.  It was a little sad how the funds came to be to begin with.  It was because the Atlanta chapter folded and joined in to the South Metro group.  Again I felt as though I must be doing something wrong, but in the end it worked out ok because the South Metro chapter was having growing pains as well, and so the two coming together became the Metro Atlanta affiliate. Also we did do some growing since my second term began. We had Atlanta west join our GCB family, and they are going like gang busters, and with the help of Bill Holley, we were able to help some of our other chapters who were at risk to stay together, and even gain a few members. Also I implemented a program which would help our membership to grow by being able to come together and share,  setting up monthly phone conferences in which we could learn more about our members and what our affiliates are doing.  Many of you are aware of this program, and join in to “Let’s Talk GCB”.  I have had lots of positive feedback from these calls, and so am proud of this accomplishment.

My biggest disappointment I thought, however, when responding to Judy, was I had hoped to bring about better services for the blind and visually impaired in Georgia with GCB taking the lead in obtaining a Commission for the Blind. Unfortunately this has not happened, and will not before I leave office. Someone said to me though that I should still feel good about what I 
have accomplished in this arena because GCB is the organization which has taken the lead, helping to form the strong foundation to   make the powers that be aware of our intent and concerns with the status quo when it comes to people in Georgia and the lack of services. I can say that they are taking us seriously about a Commission, and are even working to improve current policies to make sure that those people who are blind and visually impaired do get the basic rehabilitation services needed (adjustment to blindness and O & M). Even though I will no longer be President, I assure you I will not give up on advocating for a Commission, and will still be thrilled when we succeed.

One last area where I feel like I have helped GCB to grow is with my work to get Georgia more involved and recognized at the national level of our organization. I encouraged Marsha Farrow to run for a board seat in ACB, and helped to get her elected. I also recommended several of our members for committees to the national organization, and some now serve on these committees. So looking back, I can truly say that maybe I did meet the mission of our organization, and that even the low periods were a good thing because they did help us to grow and become a little stronger family.  Again, thank you, and good-bye as your President, and I look forward to working with our new President Bill Holley as GCB begins the next steps to our future.

******************
GCB Board Meeting Minutes    By Robin Oliver 

GCB Board Meeting, April 17, 2010President Alice Ritchhart called the meeting to order.  Board Members Present –President Alice Ritchhart, 1st Vice Bill Holley, 2nd Vice President, Keith Morris, Secretary Robin Oliver, Treasurer  Jerrie Toney, At Large Debbie Williams, Athens; Dot Jones, Atlanta West; Steve Estes, Augusta; Kathy Morris, Bainbridge; Tonya Wright, Chattooga; Marsha Farrow, East Georgia;  Phil Jones, Greater Columbus; Greg McDuffie, Greater Hall;  Judy Presley, Macon; Tim Kelly, Metro Atlanta; Adam Shapiro,  Northwest; Fred McDade, Savannah; Bob Walls, Stephens; Al Camp, GGDU; Marj Schneider, GCB Digest; Betsy Grenevitch; Webmaster Steve Longmire

Board Members absent – GCB Lions
After informing Dot that any GCB member could obtain the minutes just by asking the secretary, Bill motioned that the minutes be accepted as sent out. Motion carried.

Jerrie stated that we haven't received all of the EIN from the chapters and affiliates. Alice stated that the numbers should be sent to the president, secretary and treasurer so the state could have them on record. This could come in handy in case of leadership turnover in the chapters. Fred motioned that the treasurer report was moved to audit. It was done.  Service program – Marsha motioned that we give $250 to the Georgia Academy for the Blind to go towards their prom. Any chapter who participated in the Belk Charity Days or on their own accord should feel free to donate $25 to replenish the treasury. Motion was carried.  Connie came on to talk about Unicoi. Anyone can go to unicoiparks.com to see a map and get a feel of the park. All meals except Thursday will be plated. Connie stated that she needs to know how many plates need to be vegetarian or diabetic a couple of days in advance. A correction was made that the breakfast will be from 7-9 instead of 8-10. We will be allowed to bring our own snacks into the hospitality room. You can find a map and directions of Unicoi at www.unicoistateparks.org.
Convention update – We will have a membership program on Friday, a brainstorming event led by Bill. We will hold a candidate forum. The park will provide team building exercises. You can put your hands on the animals at Smithgall. Anna Ruby Falls, Smith Creek and the Braille Trail are part of the attractions to be seen. We will be holding a Communication Workshop; the cost is $1100 and Bill is covering the cost. Communication Workshop will run simultaneously with the NIB/Starting a Student Affiliate. The Leadership Program will be based on getting a grant to fund it, and it would be done as a board retreat instead of at a convention. Fanning is very interested in working with us, as they want to improve their own skills. Transportation is through the DHR and each region has a representative. Bill says he will speak with Ann to see if she can put the DHR list he's given her in the upcoming Digest. The nominating committee of Marj Schneider, Judy Presley and Tim Kelly will first announce the slate during Thursday’s cookout. If you would like to run for office or know someone who would, contact them.

Commission Bill, Deaf-Blind and the Braille Literacy act went nowhere. Mike Thurmond stated that he was informed on the situations. The 
Telecommunications Act and the Pedestrian Safety Act are issues that we and NFB agree need to be acted on, as well as the lawsuit against Arizona State for their use of Amazons' Kindle.  The GCB Digest Spring 2010 will be the last that Ann will serve as Editor. If you know of anyone who would like to serve, have them contact Ann.

Marj motioned that we give up to $500 of the $3000 of the interest that is deposited into the scholarship fund for the Robert “Bob” Willis Scholarship Award. This award would be presented to existing members, or if not a member, they must join GCB, who have never been to a state convention. The $500 would be used to help cover expenses, we won't just hand over $500. After much discussion, the motion was covered.  Judy is working on a Helen vacation package that will be available approximately March 2011.  Alice noted that even though she tried, the meeting lasted over 2 hours. She thinks that we should try to meet face to face.  The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, Robin Oliver, Secretary

******

GCB Treasurer’s Report by Jerrie Toney

April 1 through April 30, 2010:

Beginning Balance: $8,183.83

DEPOSITS: 

4/26/2010: Deposit                                                              $850.43                                    Stephens Chapter                                                                 $45.00                              Convention/door prizes/hospitality #1107                          $80.00                                                  Blind & Low Vision                                                                                                        Conference Vendor - #3455                                                $522.27                                          Vehicle Donation - #37388                                                                                                                   VDI  - #37566                                                                           $42.16                                             The Maners In Memory - #5315                                             $25.00                                      Kay McGill donation - #3174                                               $100.00                                       Athens Council membership - #570                                     $36.00

Total Amount of Deposits:                                                    $850.43

Checks:

Check#1349: 4/2/2010                                                            $251.80                                         
Alice Ritchhart, Reimbursement air fare   Leg. Seminar                                                   Check#1347: 4/9/2010                                                          $10.00                                    American Council Membership dues                                                                                 Check#1350: 4/23/2010                                                        $245.00                                    Alice Ritchhart Reimbursement for transportation                                                                   to Athens, GCB conference/convention business”

Total Amount of Checks:                                                     $506.80     

Debits:

4/5/2010: Windstream GCB Phone                                       $75.12                                 4/13/2010: American Council of the Blind                           $50.00                        MMS program

Total Debits:                                                                           $125.12

Total Combined Amounts of Checks and Debits:               $631.92

Notes for April:

Ending Balance:                                                                  $8,402.34

      Scholarship Balance: (Scholarship fund)                   $2,241.48

4/26/2010: Deposit                                                               $1,030.00                              Stephens County - #1106 Scholarship                                                                             Savings Account Balance:                                                $11,386.27

Interest Paid:                                                                               $0.97

Ending Savings Account Balance:                                   $11,387.24

CD Balance:                                                                        $11,214.83

CD Interest Earned:                                                                     $4.76

Ending CD Balance:                                                           $11,219.59

Total Combined Amounts:                                                 $33,250.65

Portfolio:                                                                             $66,728.16 

May 1 through May 31, 2010

Beginning Balance:                                                             $8,402.34

Deposits:
5/4/2010







               $169.00                                                                        John Sims Belk Charity Days                                                   $89.00                                GaRRS convention vendor                                                       $75.00                    Caldwell--In Memory Of                                                               $5.00

5/25/2010   Deposit                                                                  $1,473.00

Steve Estes #1779 Atlanta West, Fund Raiser                           $77.00                             Beverly Westfall #167 in memory



           $20.00                           Rose Clary #2316 in memory                                                       $50.00                           Columbus #212 membership




            $60.00                     Betty Crumley #4883 in memory



                     $50.00                                    Hall #238 Hospitality                                                                      $20.00                                  Hall #239 Door Prizes                                                                    $25.00                                ACB #003851






                      $64.00                                  VD #38331






                           $1,095.00                   
Steve Estes #1780 Anderson membership                                   $12.00

Total Deposits:                                                                            $1,642.00

Checks:

#1351 5/7/2010





                               $250.00                                    GA Academy/Blind student fund/GCB donation for prom

Total Amount of Checks:                                                               $250.00

Debits:

5/4/10 Windstream GCB Phone                                                     $76.60                                      5/11/10 ACB MMS program                                                            $50.00

Total Debits                                                                                   $126.60

Total Combined Checks and Debits                                            $376.60

Notes for May:


Ending Balance                                                                 $9,667.74


Scholarship Fund Balance                                               $2,494.99

5/3/10 Direct Deposit Way Financial                                            $253.51


Savings Account Balance                                               $11,387.24


Interest Paid                                                                              $0.94


Ending Savings Account Balance                                  $11,388.18


CD Balance                                                                       $11,219.59


CD Interest Earned                                                                   $4.61


Ending CD Balance                                                          $11,224.20


Total Combined Amount                                                  $34,775.11


Portfolio                                                                             $63,104.71
June 1 through June 30, 2010:

Beginning Balance                                                                     $9,667.74

Deposits:   6/10/2010                                                                     $181.00

Jerrie Toney Hall Co. 4 COA’s                                                        $28.00                    Stephens Co. 1 LC & 1 COA                                                           $28.00                                    Steve Longmire, Vendor w/electricity                                           $80.00                       Athens Co. door prizes & hospitality                                            $45.00

6/21/2010                                                                                        $485.20

Georgia Power donation PayPal charge                                      $14.80

6/22/2010                                                                                        $295.00

East Georgia-2 President’s Award, 1 Loving Cup,                                                                                 door prizes, hospitality room                                                        $80.00                                                                     South Metro-#1143-door prizes, hospitality room                       $45.00                             VDI-#38538-vehicle donation                                                       $170.00

Total amount of deposits                                                              $961.20

Checks:

#1352-Ann Sims, GCB Digest expenses                                      $283.55                      #1353-Ann Sims, GCB Digest expenses                                        $32.36                   #1354-Jerrie Toney, GCB convention supplies                            $167.69                  #1355-Betsey Grenevitch, Calling Post                                           $56.04                 #1356-Marj Schneider, overpayment convention                             $5.00

Total amount of checks:                                                                  $544.64

Debits:

6/4/2010 Windstream GCB Phone                                                    $77.66                    6/15/2010 ACB MMS program                                                           $50.00

Total Debits:                                                                                      $127.66

Total Combined Checks and Debits:                                              $672.30

Notes for June:

Ending Balance:                                                                             $9,956.64

Scholarship Fund Balance                                                            $3,022.21

6/1/2010-Direct Deposit Way Financial                                            $253.51

6/28/2010-Direct Deposit Way Financial                                          $273.71

Savings Account Balance:                                                            $11,388.18

Interest Paid:                                                                                            $0.97

Ending Savings Account Balance:                                                $11,389.15

CD Balance:                                                                                     $11,224.20

CD Interest Earned:                                                                                  $4.77

Ending CD Balance:                                                                        $11,228.97

Total Combined Amounts                                                               $35,596.97

Portfolio:                                                                                         $62,072.07

**********
Helpful Hints 

by Sheila Rousey, 

Stephens County Chapter of the Georgia Council of the Blind  

Hello  all  GCB members, Sheila Rousey  from the Stephens County  chapter had this  great  idea of collecting  and sharing some inexpensive helpful  household  hints and tricks  that  might help  people  with  visual impairments  to  be more independent.  She  hopes  that  others  in our group will send in their  helpful  household hints and tricks  so that we might  combine  them into a  resource  booklet  that  might  someday  be used  as a  fund raiser.  She said, “Many  other  organizations  create  these  types of  booklets  and  sell  them as  a  fund raiser  for  their  organizations.”  Rousey also commented that we ALL know about the low-vision and adaptive aids mail-order suppliers. This list is created for the purpose of locating items from LOCAL stores that can be used and at a much lower cost to visually impaired consumers. Sheila suggested the following format for submitting ideas to this project. 

    Name of contributor

    Organization

    
Category         (such as labeling items)

Product information     (where to purchase the materials)

Description     (such as how the materials can be used) 

So, here is her first contribution:

   Name:  Sheila Rousey

   Organization:  Stephens County Area GA Council of the Blind

   Category:  Labeling - magnetic

Product Information:  Home Depot / Lowe's

Brand "Frost King" Magnetic Vent covers 8" wide X 15" long (3 pack)          around $4 

Description:  These very thin magnetic sheets can be Brailled and then cut to any desirable size. Since the non-magnetic side is white, they can also be written on with a Sharpie marker or additional labels can be affixed to them.

We hope that  everyone  will  send  in some  helpful household  tips, tricks, or hints, so we can  create a  useful resource guide that might  be of use as a fund raiser at some point in the future

***********

THANK YOU    by Editha Jones from the Chattooga County Chapter 

I wanted to send a “Thank You” to Marsha Farrow and Kathryn Segers for helping me find someone that could provide the services that my blind girls were missing in the public school system. Marsha Farrow helped me contact Ms. Segers with my concerns. The difference this person has made in the educational potential of my girls is already easily seen.

 Wendy Sapp, Ph.D.COMS, is a certified teacher of students with visual impairments and a certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist. She received her Masters and Doctorate in special education from Vanderbilt University and her O&M certification from Pennsylvania College of Optometry. Since 1995, Dr. Sapp has worked with children and youth with visual impairments from birth through high school, including students with low vision and those who are totally blind. She has also worked with those who are gifted and those with severe multiple impairments.  Currently, Dr Sapp provides private contracting to schools, state agencies, universities, non-profit organizations, and foundations. She provides educational services through Georgia PINES and local school systems to children with visual impairments, their families, and their schools to support the children in all areas of the Expanded Core Curriculum. Dr. Sapp works in the homes of infants and toddlers to advise the parents about how their children learn and develop. She works in the school in close collaboration with the staff and parents to see that children are able to learn the many skills they need to know to succeed.           
  Dr. Sapp is doing a wonderful job working closely with the staff and teachers of both my girls on a weekly schedule. She is training them how to use and carry out the material and plans she has made to meet their individual needs. This has been so helpful to the school staff, trying to do their best with their students, but not trained to work with the blind. 

She also teaches university courses for those preparing to be teachers of students with visual impairments, orientation and mobility instructors, and rehabilitation therapists. She conducts research in collaboration with several non-profits and universities related to the needs of students with visual impairments.

 Dr. Sapp is a caring, kind person who is passionate about providing children with visual impairments the services and supports they need to reach their potential. I have never met anyone that could bring the staff and parents together as a team as complete and content in the IEP meetings as Dr. Sapp has done for my girls. She has gone out of her way, above and beyond what I could even have dreamed possible could happen in our small county school. I can say for the first time my girls’ needs are being met and I have the help and support I need to feel informed as a parent of blind students in a small school.

Saunya and Amula are already doing more than some of the school staff thought possible before this year and I am so thankful that GCB is a resource to turn to for help. In my talk with Ms. Segers, she said, “I think I know someone that can help you.” She was right! 

We are looking forward to Dr. Sapp as a speaker at our September meeting. Thank you, Dr. Sapp, for the impact you are making in the blind community.

***********

Overview of Older Blind Program

Submitted by Kay McGill                                                                                            Manager, Georgia Vision Program for seniors (Older Blind Program)

Hello everyone, my name is Kay McGill and I am so glad to be back working with the Older Blind Program. Paul Raymond, VR Director of Blind Services asked me if I would come back and manage the Older Blind Program by virtue of the stimulus funds. I said “yes” and here I am! In addition to the Director of Blind Services, the committee for the Older Blind Program consists of a representative from Center for the Visually Impaired, Georgia Council of the Blind, Mons International, National Federation of the Blind of Georgia, Savannah Association for the Blind, Vision Rehabilitation Services, Visually Impaired Specialized Training and Advocacy Services (VISTAS), Walton Options for Independent Living, Mississippi State University, Helen Keller National Center, Native American, Statewide Coalition on Blindness and Vocational Rehabilitation.  I will provide you with an overview of the program and then describe what we are doing with the stimulus funds. We are excited that we shall be able to improve and expand services to seniors in Georgia.  First, follow along by reviewing our newly minted brochure. All the contract providers and their contact information are listed.  

Project Independence: Georgia Vision Program for seniors. Are you or is someone you know at least 55 years of age and experiencing vision loss or a combined vision and hearing loss?  Project Independence could help.  This vision program for seniors is administered by the Georgia Department of Labor/Vocational Rehabilitation Program and provides services that can help you remain independent, including:

·
Low vision exams by qualified professionals to assess your needs

·
Skills training in your home community by certified rehabilitation specialists

·
Mobility training by certified instructors

·
Support groups that offer opportunities to learn from and interact with peers

·
Assistive devices such as talking watches, big button phones and magnifiers
Georgia Department of Labor/Vocational Rehabilitation contracts with these Project Independence Service Providers:

Center for the Visually Impaired

739 West Peachtree Street NW

Atlanta, Georgia 30308

404-875-9011

1-800-558-5451 (for infolink only)

www.cviga.org 
Serves Northeast and Central Georgia

Mons International

6595 Roswell Road #224

Atlanta, Georgia 30328

770-551-8455

1-800-541-7903

www.magnifiers.com
Serves Southwest Georgia

Savannah Association for the Blind

214 Drayton Street

Savannah, Georgia 31401

912-236-4473

www.sabinc.org
Serves Southeast Georgia

Vision Rehabilitation Services of Georgia

3830 South Cobb Drive SE

Smyrna, Georgia 30080

770-432-7280

www.vrsga.org 
Serves Northwest Georgia

Visually Impaired Specialized Training and Advocacy Services

VISTAS

337 S. Milledge Avenue, Suite 114

Athens, Georgia 30605-5662

706-995-2216

706-583-8001

www.vistascenter.com 
Serves Northeast Georgia

Walton Options for Independent Living

948 Walton Way

Augusta, Georgia 30903-0519

706-724-6262

1-877-821-8400

www.waltonoptions.org 
Serves East Georgia

Kay McGill

Project Independence Program Manager

Georgia Department of Labor/Vocational Rehabilitation Program

755 Commerce Drive, Suite 615

                Decatur, Georgia 30030-2627

Phone: 404-638-5208

Toll Free: 1-866-489-0001

TTY: Call GA Relay 711

FAX: 404-638-5201

kay.mcgill@dol.state.ga.us
Paul Raymond

Director of Blindness Services

Georgia Department of Labor/Vocational Rehabilitation Program

2720 Riverside Drive, Suite 132

P.O. Box 7566

Macon, Georgia 31209-7566

Phone: 478-751-6234

FAX: 478-314-6814

paul.raymond@dol.state.ga.us
Next, information on how we plan on using our stimulus funds follows. 

The Georgia Department of Labor/Rehabilitation Services Program is fortunate to have received funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), also known as “stimulus funds,” to supplement its federal grant for the Older Individuals Who Are Blind (OIB) program.  Through meeting and consulting with a variety of consumers, community partners and providers of OIB services, we developed a plan to use stimulus funds to improve and expand Georgia’s services to the senior blind population: individuals at least 55 years of age who are experiencing vision loss or a combined vision and hearing loss. We will continue to solicit feedback and ideas for the program.  Based on community input, we changed the name of our program to “Project Independence: Georgia Vision Program for seniors.”   

Project Independence stimulus funds will be used for: 
Outreach services to seniors through peer support and/or local community organizations.  These services will be provided by the following contractors:                        

     Center for the Visually Impaired                                                                                             Georgia Council of the Blind                                                                                                            Mons International                                                                                                         National Federation of the Blind of Georgia                                                                        Savannah Association for the Blind                                                                                            Vision Rehabilitation Services                                                                                    Visually Impaired Specialized Training and Advocacy Services (VISTAS)                            Walton Options for Independent Living                                                                                        Funds for seniors to attend and participate in the Camp for the Blind,                                                      Camp for the Deaf-Blind, Helen Keller National Center, Confident LivingProgram, and the Albany Center for the Blind. 

·
High- and low-tech visual and hearing devices for seniors, e.g., adaptive hardware, software, CCTVs, FM/pocket talkers and other adaptive devices. 

·
Services to seniors, e.g., low vision exams, vision rehabilitation therapy, orientation and mobility training. 

·
Training for groups and/or individuals on living with vision loss and topics such as handwriting, laundry, recreation, labeling, Braille and computer training. 

·
CDs, tapes, brochures and banners for exhibits and presentations.

·
Training for support service providers who will assist seniors attending the Camp for the Deaf-Blind.

·
New temporary, part-time service providers such as a deaf-blind consultant.

Although the stimulus funding period for Project Independence ends September 30, 2011, Project Independence: Georgia Vision Program for Seniors will have achieved enhancements in services, information and referral, and other systems that can be maintained through the regular OIB program. Send any comments or questions you may have to Kay McGill, Manager, Project Independence: Georgia Vision Program for Seniors, 404-638-5208 or kay.mcgill@dol.state.ga.us.

******************************

GCB State Convention-Conference Overview    by Amanda Wilson                        

The 2010 Georgia Council of the Blind 54th Annual State Convention was held in Helen, Georgia, at the Unicoi State Lodge.  The host chapters were the Greater Hall County Chapter and Stephens County Chapter of GCB.  All officers, along with many members of these chapters. are to be commended for the fine, outstanding job they did for GCB!  The Co-Chairs of the convention were Judy Presley and Alfred Camp, and they, along with their committee, are certainly to be praised for the splendid work they did!  For those of you who could not attend, we are providing an overview of the program. The theme for the convention was “Learning from Our Past, Challenging Our Future”
On Thursday, August 5, at 12:00, Registration was held on the second floor of the Unicoi State Lodge.  On Thursday afternoon from 1:00-5:00, many members took advantage of two tours.  One was to Babyland General, where President Alice Ritchhart got a beautiful baby girl named February Rose.  The other one was to the Smithgall Woods (Tactual Wildlife of Helen), where members got to touch the animals or got to walk the Braille trails.  At 5:00 p. m., we had a cookout with coleslaw, potato salad, corn on the cob and banana pudding. We were supposed to have a hay ride, but it got cancelled due to the pouring rain.   The power went out and some members got stuck in the elevator. They got out about forty minutes later, and no one was hurt.

All day on Friday, the venders were set up in the exhibit hall in the Unicoi State Lodge.  On Friday morning, there were three workshops going on from nine until eleven o’clock  The first  one, Communication, was led by the Fanning Institute,  and explored different  ways  to communicate better with others.  The second one was called Membership Building Brainstorming Sessions and was led by Bill Holley.   Different members talked about what they are doing in their chapters to bring in new members.  The third one was called Advocacy, the Basics, which was led by Alice Richard.  This was a lot of fun! President Alice Ritchhart explained the differences between being assertive, passive and aggressive.  Many members  volunteered  to  be  a part of  three  different  role play  skits to show how  you could be passive , assertive or  aggressive.  On Friday morning, at 11:00 am, many members met outside to participate in Team-building Activities to have fun working with a team to complete complex outdoor activities.  On Friday afternoon, from 12:00-2:00, The GCB Award Luncheon was held in the Unicoi Lodge.  The menu consisted of three delicious salads which were chicken, pasta and potato.  There was chocolate pudding and Jell-o for dessert. 
 Mr.  Paul Raymond, Director of Blindness Services, spoke about the services that his organization can provide to people who are blind or visually impaired in Georgia.  Many members received loving cups and certificates of appreciation.  Please read the article “GCB 2010 Awards” to learn who received these awards for this year.  On Friday afternoon, there were three tours that all GCB members could go on.  The first  one was to Anna Ruby Falls  and the Braille Trail Walking Too;  the second one was Shopping in Downtown Helen, Georgia  and eat dinner in town; and the third one was Tubing on the Chattahoochee (must have sighted partner). This one got rained out. I don’t think you want to be on the river during a thunder storm.  

On Friday, night at 7:00 p. m., The GCB Auction was held, conducted by Marsha Farrow, Chattooga County Chapter of GCB. Everyone enjoyed this annual event, and this year we made over $871.00 for the scholarship fund.  
Marsha Farrow kept things interesting and rolling!                                                                      

On Saturday morning, the Georgia Council of Blind Lions members and friends met for its annual breakfast.  On Saturday morning, at 9:00, Welcome from the Stephens & Hall GCB Affiliates and Local Dignitaries welcomed us to Helen for our wonderful convention and conference.  On Saturday morning at 10:00, National Industries for the Blind Leadership Management Training Program Information/ Building State Student Affiliate by ACB Rebecca Bridges.  This was very informative.  She  told about the  history of the organization  and how it was moving  with the times  to  allow people with disabilities to  work, either  doing  simple  chores  or  doing more business  types of jobs.  On Saturday morning at 11:00, The GCB Candidates’ Forum was held.   All candidates  who were running for  office  had  time to   state  why  they  felt  they  should be  elected to the various  offices.  On Saturday afternoon at 12:00, The Georgia Guide Dogs Users GGDU had their luncheon and Business Meeting.  We had great food and a great speaker.  On Saturday, afternoon from 1:30-5:00, The Georgia council of the Blind business meeting was held.  We had two great speakers during this time. One of them was Scott Ressmeyer, who  discussed  the history of the midnight  run  and  all of the different activities that  go on during  this event  and how much money  they usually  raise.  He said the midnight run would be held on the last Saturday in August in Columbus, Georgia.  The next speaker was Eric Bridges, who gave us an update on some of the national legislative issues that are going on in the American Council of the Blind.  The minutes were accepted and voted to be accepted from the email that was submitted by Robin Oliver. The Treasurer's report was voted on to be filed for audit.                                                     
Under new business, we discussed the upcoming convention/conference, which will be in August of 2011, in Carrolton, Georgia. This will be a one-day convention. There will be a business meeting and a banquet to present awards and scholarships. Next, we had our elections with Marje Schneider as one of the co-committee representatives from the nomination committee.  She presented the following slate of officers which were elected and they will take office in January.  William Holey for president, Keith Morris, first vice president, Steven Longmire, for second vice president, Robin Oliver, for secretary, Jerrie Toney, for treasurer, and Valerie Leighton, at large board member.                                                                                                                           On Saturday evening at 6:30, we had our annual GCB banquet.  The menu  consisted of a  green  salad, bread, roast  beef, rice with mushroom  gravy , cooked  sweet  carrots, and  chocolate  pie.  Our speaker was one of the members of the Unicoi State Lodge, who gave us an overview and history of the lodge and the different types of structures you could stay in and all of the activities that go on at the lodge.  After this, the awards were presented to many GCB members.  On Sunday morning, we had a very sweet church service where we sang many beloved songs.  We remembered the following people who have passed away during the past year.  These people are as follows:  Mr. John Fear on, from East Georgia; Mr. Brian Leighton, member-at-large; Mr. Henry Brown, Jr., from Stephens County; and Mr. Winton Barton, from Rome/Floyd County.  Our condolences and prayers continue to go out to these families!  After this we had our board meeting.   Finally we packed up and went home.  We are looking forward and making plans for our one-day convention next August in Carrollton, Georgia. Mark your calendars for that exciting Saturday, and make your plans to attend.  You will be receiving more information in the next issue of this magazine. 

************

GCB 2010 State Conference/Convention Exhibitor’s Event                                             by Steve Longmire

The 2010 Georgia Council of the Blind State Conference/Convention which was held at the Unicoi State Lodge in Helen, Georgia hosted an Exhibitor’s Hall on Friday, August 6, 2010.  It is an event where vendors and exhibitors can show their products and services to the attendees of the conference.  Being a business owner myself, I decided to participate in this year’s event.   

This year’s Exhibitor’s Hall event had a total of 14 vendors.  To my knowledge, it is the largest number of vendors to participate in any of the GCB conventions.  I have been a member of GCB since 2005 and I must say that this year’s event was a great success!  The event had vendors that were showcasing a variety of goods and services catered to the participants of the conference.  For example, the types of businesses represented were:  skin and beauty care, independent living agencies, products for the blind and visually impaired, massage therapy, information technology services and more.

I was especially pleased at the high level of enthusiasm that was apparent throughout the day of the event.  There was much interaction amongst the exhibitors and convention participants.  I immediately realized that it was an excellent networking event.  

Two clients of my company participated in the event and they did quite a bit of business that day.  Not only did my clients have activity, but also as I walked around the exhibitor’s area, I noticed that the other vendors were doing business as well.  As for me (a visually impaired business owner), I made some really good contacts (leads) also.  

The overall impression of the event was “excellent”.  I want to thank all those who participated in the preparation for such an event.  It was definitely a wonderful and successful event.  I look forward to future events where the exhibitors’ hall will be a part of the conference remembered as vibrant, enthusiastic and successful.  If you haven’t participated in the GCB conference exhibitor’s event as a vendor or participant, please pencil it in as an excellent networking opportunity for promoting GCB.

2010 Exhibitor’s List

GCB Vendors List

Buhter Up, Nicole Williams                                                                                                    SunBright Web Designs & More, Steve Longmire                                                                       Vision Rehabilitation Services, Sally Thomas                                                                           Enhanced Vision, Albert Meruelo                                                                                                   DOL Business Enterprise Program, David Rollins                                                                         Georgia Radio Reading Service (Garr), Jae Cosby  Patricia Cox                                                       INNER VISION NEUROMUSCULAR CENTER, Roderick Parker                                         MULTIPLEchoices, Chiquita Moses, Darlene Coggins                                                                          South Eastern Guide Dogs, Heide Illgen 

The Center for Financial Independence & Innovation, Daphne Brookins and                                          Jackie Wilks-Weathers

VisAbility Store, Lisa Pope                                                                                                               VISTAS Center, Margaret Tribble                                                                                                             Visual Enhancements, Inc., Mike Martinson                                                                                         Mons International, Inc., Don Emens
SunBright Web Designs and More, CEO/Founder: Steve Longmire                                 Phone: 404.234.5820   Email: info@sunbright.biz Web: http://sunbright.biz
************

GCB-Lions “Gaining Strength and Recognition" By Anne Wheeler


Unicoi State Park was a perfect place for GCB members to gather. To me, and I hope to others, one of the highlights of the convention was the Lions breakfast early on Saturday morning.  The Lions breakfast is sponsored by Lions of Georgia and hosted by the Georgia Council of Blind Lions.  This year's attendees gained valuable information, renewed friendships, and had their "tails" twisted just a little.


If you attended the Lions breakfast, I hope you had as much fun as I had. We missed those of you who could not be there.  The Lions breakfast has been a tradition since 2003 after a handful of GCB members saw the necessity of tying GCB to Lions of Georgia.  Lions clubs and the Georgia Council of the Blind are definitely already tied together by a common mission and purpose; however, the need to understand each other is paramount. The power of our union can prove to be an extremely positive force for good. 


The Lions breakfast is designed to do several things. First, it is a way for non Lions to discover what Lions do and how. It is also for encouraging GCB members to join Lions clubs in order to magnify efforts in helping the blind and visually impaired. And, as important as the first two, it is a way for GCB members to get together and socialize, have fun and enjoy fellowship with one another. 


Our guest speaker for the morning was Grace Clower, Council Chair for Lions of Georgia. This is the equivalent of "President" of Georgia Lions and is the highest position a Lion holds in Georgia. Council Chair Grace has over 20 years of Lions experience.  We were so grateful she came to speak and even more grateful that she is an active member of the Georgia Council of Blind Lions. 

Council Chair Grace’s speech pointed out all of the similarities between Lions and GCB. This is a major point, in fact, in why GCBL was formed in the first place. It is wonderful that we have GCB working to improve the lives of the blind, and it is equally wonderful that we have Lions working to do the 
same. But, Helen Keller said it best when she observed, "Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” This applies not only to an individual working alone, but to how the union of our two organizations through GCBL can do so much more than we can do separately. GCBL attempts in its focus to bring the two organizations together as much as possible. 


We hope that attending the breakfast would encourage GCB members to become Lions. If you have been a GCB member for several years, you may remember an article I wrote in 2003 about why I joined the Lions club and what I learned from the experience. Early on, I realized that we need to educate the sighted Lions members to think of us as potential leaders in their clubs. They need to feel comfortable inviting us to join them and to give us responsibility. We as the "non-sighted" members also need to join in working with the sighted in order to show them what we can do when given the opportunity. Over the years, as we have had Lions leaders speak to our group, there has been a repetitive comment about how much Lions learn from us. Whether spoken or unspoken, this point is always made by our Lions leaders as they visit our convention and observe us in action.  It has been evident to me that the Lions breakfast not only educates us on what Lions do, but it serves to educate the leaders in the Lions clubs on what we do and how well we do it!


Several people at the breakfast joined GCBL. Others got information on how to join their local Lions club. If you were not at the convention, you can still find out how to join GCBL or your local Lions club. If you know a GCBL member, talk to them about Lions. Call Anne Wheeler at 770-786-5778 to find out where the closest Lions club is to you. GCBL can introduce you to that Lions club. 


Lions clubs have an elected position called the "Tail Twister." This person's job is to create fun and fellowship among the attendees of a meeting. Bill Holley did an admirable job of doing that at our breakfast and earned himself a permanent position as the "Tail Twister" for GCBL. Be careful if you attend the next GCBL meeting and be sure to have an extra dollar in your pocket. Bill may "fine" you for various and sundry strange reasons. All the money goes to fund the GCBL projects. These projects are more good reasons why it is a great idea to join GCBL. Marsha Farrow finds folks all over the state who need our help. In the past, we have helped to send a Rome High School girl to the Helen Keller School in New York. We have helped to purchase a much needed hearing device, and we have sent whole families to the Camp for the Blind.


 GCBL is growing. More and more Lions clubs are aware of our existence, and we are working hard in our communities.  We are educating the sighted about how valuable we are as good club members and leaders, and we are giving of ourselves to help others. We would love to have you be a part of us!  Again, if you were not at the breakfast, we missed you. In the future, we hope you will join in the fun, fellowship, and service of the Georgia Council of Blind Lions.  Contact one of us and let us know that you would like to join up!

 **************

GGDU By Marje Schneider

Georgia Guide Dog Users met on Saturday, August 7, during the GCB conference and convention. Some 25 GGDU members and friends met over lunch for a business meeting and presentation from a guest speaker.

Our current officers were elected to serve another two-year term for the organization – president, Marj Schneider; vice president, Betsy Grenevitch and secretary-treasurer, Alice Ritchhart.  We had more topics to discuss than time allowed during our business meeting, but there was lively discussion on how to carry forward our efforts to educate police officers in Georgia about the laws affecting people who use guide dogs.  Betsy Grenevitch told us about the experience she and her daughter, DJ, just had at the Atlanta airport when they went to pick up convention presenters Eric and Rebecca Bridges with their guide dogs. None of the airport staff knew where the relief areas for dogs were located. Obviously, we will be addressing this issue at the earliest opportunity.  Our guest speaker, Lieutenant Colonel Julie Roche, is an Army Reserve veterinarian who talked to us about the roles dogs play in the military. Some 2300 dogs and their handlers serve in all branches of the military today, sniffing for drugs, bombs and explosives, and patrolling bases and other military facilities. All these working dogs are trained at Lackland Air Force base in Texas, and the dogs stay with the same handler throughout their careers. Though these working dogs are treated in many ways like other officers, in the past they were euthanized when they got too old to do their jobs. Today that has changed. Dogs may be retrained for another role or adopted, typically by people in the military or law enforcement that will be able to handle dogs that may be high strung or trained to attack. The breeds most commonly used by the US military are German and Dutch shepherds and Belgian Malinois.  Julie talked to us about her many years as an army veterinarian, which have included several deployments. She has worked more often with large domestic animals in the countries where she was sent, most recently with thousands of camels in Afghanistan. Every aspect of Julie’s presentation was fascinating. If you weren’t there, we may be able to share a recording of this session with GCB members in the future. We’ll let you know. For more information about this affiliate and to read issues of our quarterly magazine, please check out our Website at http://www.georgiaguiddogusers.org.

****************
GCB Convention 2010 Awards         

The GCB Logo was placed on all Plaques and President’s Certificates along with the location of Convention at Unicoi State Park, Helen, Georgia.  Awards Committee: Judy Presley, Chair 

Members receiving President’s Certificates were selected by the Chapter Presidents. Loving Cup Recipients are voted on by the entire Chapter.  A very Special Loving Cup was given to Jack and Rita Eckert of the Augusta Chapter for 2010 Awards. Mr. Eckert was seriously ill during our Convention and passed away just a few days after the Convention. 

Loving Cups and Certificates Presented on August 6, 2010

President Keith Morris, Augusta Chapter                                                                         Dave Everly, Augusta Chapter                                                                                                              Joyce Everly, Augusta Chapter                                                                                     Virginia Smelts, Augusta Chapter                                                                                          Loving Cup, VICE PRESIDENT Dirk Jones, THE GREATER COLUMBUS CHAPTER                                                                                                                        Loving Cup, Cat Lawrence, THE GREATER COLUMBUS CHAPTER                                 Loving Cup, Lavern Byrd, THE GREATER COLUMBUS CHAPTER                                                Loving Cup Neb Houston, East Georgia Chapter                                                         President’s Certificate Phil Jones, East Georgia Chapter                                       President’s Certificate Anne Wheeler, East Georgia Chapter                                           Loving Cup Shelia Rousey, Stephens County Chapter                                               President’s Certificate Eli Rousey, Stephens County Chapter                                        Loving Cup, Pete Hayek, Athens Chapter                                                                   President’s Certificate, Robin Oliver, Athens Chapter                                              President’s Certificate, Richard Bagley, Greater Hall Chapter                                   President’s Certificate, Sue Hesketh, Greater Hall Chapter                                              Loving Cup,  Wanda Martin, Greater Hall Chapter                                                      President’s Certificate, Kathy Evans, Greater Hall Chapter
Award Plaques Presented on August 7, 2010

June Willis Guiding Eyes Award. Presented to Kay McGill,                                                           For Courageous and Dedicated Leadership 

June’s Encouraging Words:  "God can bless you with everything you need, and you will always have enough to do all kind of good things for others” (, II Corinthians 9:8 CEV) My single most favorite advice to myself and to others:  "Always do your best!"    -June Willis 

Ann Sims and Jerrie Ricks were given very special recognition by President Alice Ritchhart for faithful service to the GCB Digest for ten years of service.  Plaque wording follows:

THE GCB DIGEST Convention Edition August 7, 2010                                                A Publication of the GEORGIA COUNCIL OF THE BLIND                                                          An Organization Promoting a Hand Up Not a Hand Out!

Presented to Editor Ann Sims and Assistant Editor                                                                    Jerrie Ricks for Ten Years of Faithful Service 2000- 2010

President Alice Ritchhart, Unicoi State Park, Helen, Georgia

Rhoda W. Walker Award presented to Barbara Graham:

"There is no lovelier way to thank God for your sight than to help someone in the dark" ---Helen Keller                                                                                                Presented to Barbara Graham A Teacher and Friend who generously shares her Gifts, Talents and Abilities with those she willingly serves Georgia Council of the Blind, Unicoi State Park, Helen, Georgia

The Gerald Pye Community Service Award                                                                Presented to Clifford Jones, In Honor Of Clifford Jones                                                                        For exemplifying outstanding and dedicated service                                                              to Georgia’s citizens who are Blind and Visually Impaired                                                      Presented by the Georgia Council of the Blind This 7th day of August, 2001

President’s Diamond Award: Judy Presley, Convention Coordinator 2010

Presented to Judy Presley, Greater Hall County Chapter                                                    For outstanding leadership in Convention Planning                                                         And for Loyalty and Dedication to the Georgia Council of the Blind                      Presented this 7th day of August 2010                                                                       President Alice Ritchhart Unicoi State Park Helen, Georgia

***************

Midnight Run By Marsha Farrow 

The 2010 Midnight Express Run in Columbus, Georgia supports GCB of Columbus and AER of Georgia and many other blind Organizations. 

Thirty years of running for Georgia’s blind in Columbus, Georgia. In 1970, the Midnight Express Run began in an effort to support the Association of Education and Rehabilitation for the Blind and Visually Impaired Scholarship and other outreach efforts.  From the meager beginnings in 1970, the 2010 5K Run had more than 2,300 runners and walkers.  Since Columbus is home to Fort Benning Army Base, many of the runners are soldiers, and over 100 Runners from a Columbus Group of Soldiers stationed in Iraq had their own 5K Run to support the cause. A large screen provided everyone the opportunity to watch the US Soldiers in Iraq Runners as they crossed the finish line and their General in Iraq started the Run in Columbus by saying Ready, Aim, Fire! 

My husband Bob and I have participated for several years in the festivities of the Midnight 5K Run. This year the Run happened on my Birthday and made the event more special! We enjoy being part of such a wonderful event that is totally focused on the needs of people with vision loss. The 5K Run is quite a challenge for us, but we are determined to do our best and we did! We rested 
our weary bones in the comfortable surroundings of the Holiday Inn on Manchester Parkway. Ms. Erica Newton, Manager, graciously  donated two hotel nights as part of the Columbus Fund Raising Package that I was the high bidder on and purchased at the GCB Convention Fund Raising Auction. 

As always, Scott Resmyer of Country’s Barbecue in Columbus works tirelessly, along with hundreds of Country’s Employees to raise funds and awareness of life with vision loss. Thousands of Barbecue sandwiches and meals are donated as part of the week-long activities. GCB’s own Patricia Cox of the East Georgia Chapter and daughter of Linda Cox was presented with the 2010 AER Scholarship and Patricia is a student at Berry College in Rome, Georgia.  We are all proud of Patricia!

On Friday August 27th, Country’s Barbecue also hosted the Chicago Comet Beep Ball Team,  who again came to Columbus to provide a   demonstration Beep Ball Game in which yours truly played with the Chicago Comets and many other people who are blind against fully sighted individuals from companies who sponsored the Midnight Run. Of course, the Chicago Comets won the game and everyone had a great time!  

I want to encourage everyone to make their plans to participate in the Midnight Run in 2011 during the last weekend in August. We should be so proud of Country’s Barbecue and everyone in Columbus who has made an Event for people who are blind such a positive event that involves people from many backgrounds coming together for one cause. That cause is us and I say a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to Country’s Barbecue, Scott Resmyer, GCB Columbus Chapter, and everyone in Columbus and in Iraq who demonstrated love and concern for Georgia’s Visually Impaired!

***************

News Briefs and Announcements News from the Metro Atlanta Chapter 

The Metro Atlanta Chapter has been going strong with meetings all throughout the summer months.  Several members attended the GCB state convention at Unicoi Lodge and had a great time.  Among those who attended were Adam Shapiro, Herman and Lisa Jones, Diane and Leo Healy, John and Ann Sims, Barbara Graham, Steve Long mire, Chester Thrash and Betsy  Grenevitch.  Betsy's daughter, D. J., was a great asset to the group by working in the hospitality room, and she and Betsy were also invaluable in traveling down to the Atlanta airport two times to try and meet our ACB guests, Eric and Rebecca Bridges.  Stormy weather prevented the Bridges from making the first scheduled trip, and they were delayed in getting here the second time.  But we were very blessed to have them with us and learned quite a lot from Rebecca regarding the National Industries for the Blind and the ACB student program and from Eric with his updates on ACB's legislation.      

    Our own Steve Longmire is now GCB's Second Vice President, and we are very proud of Steve for his dedication and fine work with our chapter and with GCB.  He always keeps our GCB Website up to date and full of interesting news.  Congratulations to Barbara Graham, who received the Rhoda W. Walker award at the Saturday night banquet.  Ann Sims and her assistant, Jerrie Ricks, also received a very nice plaque for their work with The GCB Digest.  The Metro Atlanta Chapter honored Mike Avalon at its August meeting with a beautiful clock in place of the loving cup.  He was surprised and pleased.  We appreciate Mike for all of his help and his interest in Metro Atlanta Chapter.  One of the vendors at the convention presented at that chapter meeting and brought a lot of samples and goods to purchase.  That was Buhter Up, and yes, Buhter is not misspelled.  Others of you may want to ask Steve Longmire to give you this contact information and invite Buhter Up to visit your chapter.  It was an interesting program.  You are invited to visit the Metro Atlanta Chapter on the second Friday evening of each month at Piccadilly Cafeteria, 2595 N. Decatur Road, Decatur, GA  30033.  Meetings are from 6:00PM until 8:00PM during which time everyone has dinner, enjoys a program, and conducts the business meeting.

Thank you, Amanda Wilson and Suzanne Jackson, for agreeing to be the editor and assistant editor for The GCB Digest! If there is ever anything the Metro Atlanta Chapter can help you with in this endeavor, please do not hesitate to call on us.

News from the Savannah Chapter 

Things are happening in Savannah.  Advocacy is alive and well.  Audible lights are popping up everywhere.  These types of things come from long time advocacy by several groups in the Savannah area.  We participate in the Advisory Council on Accessible Transportation, Savannah Chatham Council on Disability Issues and numerous other committees to work for making our community more accessible and a great place to live.

Kim Harrison planned and hosted an ADA Celebration in July.  The theme of the celebration was “how life has changed since ADA”.  Speakers included James Aberson (Chatham County ADA Coordinator), Wayne Dawson (Fair Housing Council), and Jason Wilson (Life, Inc.  Board member), and Steve Henry (City of Savannah Traffic Engineers).  The event was held at Life, Inc.  Guests were treated to refreshments and social interaction.

The following members attended the 2010 Georgia Council of the Blind Convention/conference in Helen, Georgia.  These members were Teresa Brenner, Kim Harrison, Marj Schneider, Marion Badie, and Jermaine Smart.  A grand time was had by all.

Our Chapter is involved in planning our 2010 White Cane Day march in Savannah.  The event will be held on October 15, and we hope to have a huge crowd marching down the streets of Savannah.  Come join us!

Shortly after the convention, one of our members, Kim Harrison was admitted to the Candler Hospital, where she has been in the ICU for 8 days and moved to PCU (progressive care unit).  Please keep her in your prayers, because she has a long road ahead of her in rehabilitation to recover completely.  Our meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month except July and December.  

On September 14, Savannah Council of the Blind, the Savannah Association for the Blind Peer Support Group and the National Federation of the Blind of Chatham County will be taking a tour bus to Atlanta for the Georgia Statewide Coalition for the Blind Legislative Breakfast.  The “other Georgia’s” presence will be felt in Atlanta.  See you all there!

News from the Rome/Floyd County Chapter 

The members of the Rome/Floyd County chapter of the GCB have had an exciting 
summer. Our regular meeting place, the Rome library, is not available to us in June and July because of summer reading programs, so we must “take our show on the road”. 

Three of our members Maia Santamaria, Kristina Holtzclaw, and Tonia Clayton, are on staff at Disability Link in downtown Rome, which has just moved into upgraded quarters. They invited us to meet with them there in June. The facilities are lovely, and they, along with their coworkers, gave us an overview of the services they offer to persons with various disabilities in the Rome area. These include peer support, home modifications, refurbishing computers, recycling and refurbishing medical equipment, bilingual assistance, and much more.  In July, we really hit the road, and traveled to Cartersville to the Tellus Museum. The director of the museum is Jose Santamaria, husband of our very own Maia. Twenty of us met there, were divided into two groups, and had a very hands on experience with fossils and minerals. The tour guides were very aware of the limitations of the group; in fact, they welcomed suggestions that could improve their presentations. Interestingly enough, when we discussed this at our August meeting, we could offer no ideas for improvements. 

We are amazed and pleased that our attendance has almost doubled in the past year. Just last month, we had four new people, who expressed their interest in our group, and intentions to join us permanently. Thanks to our president, Dr. Philip Dillard, Marsha Farrow, and Delana Hickman from the Rome library, for identifying potential members and steering them our way.

News from the Atlanta West Chapter 

Steve Estes from the Atlanta-West Chapter reports that they will hold their monthly meeting on Saturday September 11, at the Carrollton Library on Rome Street at 11 a.m.  Mr. Steve Estes welcomes all friends, family and anyone wishing to help their chapter grow in west Georgia.

News from the Augusta Chapter 

Keith Morris from the Augusta Chapter reports that some of his chapter members attended the convention/conference in Helen, Georgia.  These members include Christopher Chavous, Sheila Chavous, Keith Morris, Cathy Morris and their daughters.  
This was the first time Christopher and Sheila had been to a convention/conference. They joined last year at the October meeting.  The Augusta chapter meetings are held at the Freedman Library, North Leg, on the second Saturday at 1:00. 

News from the Chattooga Chapter 

The Chattooga County Chapter has a new prospective Member, Ms. Antonia Mack. She lost her vision suddenly only about 16 months ago due to a brain aneurism and is learning skills to live independently. Mary Turnipseed of the Chattooga Chapter has been learning Braille for two years from the Hadley School for the Blind and is now beginning to share her knowledge with Antonia.  This is how GCB Members reach out to one another in such loving and supportive ways. The Chattooga Chapter is also continuing to provide input for the Accessible Victorian Windows Christmas Tours in downtown Summerville. Everyone is welcomed to attend the Tours and learn about the history of the Victorian Era. There will be a special hands on Helen Keller Display as part of the Event. Everyone is welcomed to come and enjoy this very special event. More information will be coming and you may also phone Marsha Farrow at 706-857-2968 if you would like more information about the Victorian Christmas Event in Summerville.  

Announcement from Alice Ritchhart, GCB Service Project

Eat for the Georgia Academy

I have begun to do a project to help the Georgia Academy for the Blind raise money. It doesn’t cost me anything, but will help bring money in to the school. It is easy, and I get to do my favorite thing “EAT”. So I am putting the challenge to all of you. This year join me in collecting box tops off many popular food items and by sending them to the Academy so that they can redeem them for ten cents per box top.  All you have to do is buy some of the items you probably already purchase every day, and cut off the box top that says “box tops for education” and either send them directly to the Academy or bring them to me at each board meeting, and I will get them to the Academy. The school has a goal of $500, and if each of us collects them we can help them achieve their goal. So eat, cut, and bring in those box tops, and we can help the Academy and it won’t cost us anything extra. I will try to get the list of products and have them Brailed for our October board meeting. However, you can go to the website www.boxtopsforeducation.com to find out which items to purchase. If you are doing it for a family member’s school we might forgive you, or you could split them.  I hope many of you will take up my challenge, and help with this worthwhile project.

Let's Talk GCB conference call calendar for the remainder of the year: 
Phone Number: 1-218-844-3388

 PIN: 58422 (Let's Talk GCB) 
Time: 8:00 PM - 9:30 PM
Date:  October 26: GGDU and GCBL
Date:  November 23: Macon and Metro Atlanta
Date:  December 28: Northwest and Bainbridge

Fall Statewide Coalition Meeting 

Everyone is urged to attend the Fall Statewide Coalition on Blindness which is being held in Rome on Friday, November 12th and Saturday, November 13, 2010.  On Friday, November 12th, from 1:00 p. m. until 5:00 p. m. there will be a Transportation Workshop at the Rome Floyd County Public Library which is located at 205 Riverside Drive, Rome, Georgia 30161.  The phone number is 706-236-4600.  On Saturday, November 13th, the Coalition will meet at the Days Inn on 840 Turner McCall Boulevard in Rome. The phone Number is 706-295-0400. To secure a spot for the Transportation Workshop, phone the GCB Line at 706-857-4221. To make reservations at the Days Inn, phone 706-295-0400 and tell them you are part of the Statewide Coalition on Blindness to obtain the Group Rate.  Days Inn has a free continental breakfast and there are several restaurants in walking distance as well. The cost for the November 13th Meeting is $10 and checks or money orders must be mailed in advance to GCB Office, 850 Gaines School Road, Athens, GA 30605 in  order to secure space and a hot lunch which is being catered by a wonderful southern cook from Chattooga County, Betty Mosley.  More information will be coming and we hope to see you in Rome this fall!

